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TN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) Communication apparatus including diiver means (5, 6) f or applying a 
switched transmission s ignal to a communication line (3, 1) w ith a controlled slew rate, 
said driver means (57-€><x)mprising a series of transfer elements (18, 20) and delay means 
comprising a series of delay elements for introduci ng respective individual delays in signals 
ap plied thereto and (11. 19) f or cumulatively establishing operational connections of said 
transfer elements with said communication lin e with respective cumulative delays in time , 
whereby to apply said switched transmission s ignal progressively to said communication 
line, 

choracterisod in that wherein said delay means comprises feedback means (25. 26) 
responsive to th^ -said switched transmission signal that said driver means (S7-6)-applies to 
said communication line (3r4)-for controlling the individual delays ef^introduced by said 
delay alements respectivel y (23. 2d) , so as to control the cumulative d elays with which said 
operational connections of said transfer elements (18, 20) with said communication line are 
established. 

2. (Cunently Amended) Communication apparatus aa olaimod in claim 1 and comprising dWyw 
means for applying a switched transmission sig nal to a communication line with a controlled 
slew rate and a signal receiver (^-connected to fee«ve-respond to signals fFem-Qn_said 
communication lin e (3, 1) . 

said driver means comprising a series of transfer elements an d delay means comprising a 
series of delay elements for introducing respective dela ys in signals applied thereto and for 
cumulatively establishing operational connection s of said transfer elements with said 
communication line with respective delays in time , whereby to apply said switched 
transmission signal progressively to said communication line. 

wherein said delay means comprises feedback means r esponsive to said switched 
transmission signal that said driver means applies to said communica tion line for controlling 
the delavs of said delay elements, so as to control the delays with whic h said operational 
connections of said transfer elements wiUi said communication line a re established 
and wherein said feedback means (25, 26) comprises reference means (27. 28. 29) for 
generating a reference rate signal having a reference rate of change, said reference means 
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being arranged to start generation of said reference rate signal at the-a.start of a slew phase of 
said switched signal, reference receiver means ^3if-responsive to #ie-a^value of said 
reference rate signal relative to a reference signal, and comparator means (33>-responsive to 
relative times of response of said signal receiver and said reference receiver. 

3. (Currently Amended) Communication apparatus as claimed in claim 2 for applying owitohcd 
aignala to a pair of oaid oommunioation linos (3. 4) , wherein said driver means (5. 6) is 
airanged to apply respective first and second switched transmission signals to a pair of said 
Ae-communication lines of said pair (3. i) , said comparator means ^3)-being responsive to 
relative times of response of said signal receiver to a combined voluo of said first and second 
switched transmission signals and of the signal from said reference receiver means-^l^. 

4. (Currently Amended) Communication apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein each of said 
delay elements (23, 24) comprises a series of delay sub-elements (3€)-connected to trigger 
each other in succession, and said feedback means comprisos moons (25, 37) for is ananged 
to select aolocting which of said delay sub-elements in said series (S^riggers establishment 
of an operational connection of the corresponding one of said transfer elements (1 8 , 20) w ith 
said communication lin e (3, " 1) . 

5. (Previously Presented) Communication apparatus including driver circuit for applying a 
switched signal to a communication line with a controlled slew rate, said driver circuit 
comprising a series of transfer elements and delay circuit comprising a series of delay 
elements for cumulatively establishing operational connections of said transfer elements with 
said communication line, whereby to apply said switched signal progressively to said 
communication line, characterised in that said delay circuit comprises feedback circuit 
responsive to the signal that said driver circuit applies to said communication line for 
controlling die delays of said delay elements, so as to control the delays with which said 
operational connections of said transfer elements with said communication line are 
established. 

6. (Previously Presented) Communication apparatus as claimed in claim 5, and comprising a 
signal receiver connected to receive signals from said communication line, wherein said 
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feedback circuit comprises reference circuit for generating a reference rate signal having a 
reference rate of change, said reference circuit being arranged to start generation of said 
reference rate signal at the start of a slew phase of said switched signal, reference receiver 
circuit responsive to the value of said reference rate signal relative to a reference signal, and 
comparator circuit responsive to relative times of response of said signal receiver and said 
reference receiver. 

7. (Previously Presented) Communication apparatus as claimed in claim 6 for applying 
switched signals to a pair of said communication lines, wherein said driver circuit is arranged 
to apply respective first and second switched signals to the communication lines of said pair, 
said comparator circuit being responsive to relative times of response of a combined value of 
said first and second signals and of the signal from said reference receiver circuit. 

8. (Currently Amended) Communication apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim 5, 
wherein each of said delay elements comprises a series of delay sub-elements connected to 
trigger each other in succession, and said feedback circuit comprises circuits for selecting 
which of said delay sub-elements in said series triggers establishment of an operational 
connection of the corresponding one of said transfer elements with said communication line. 
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